
 
 

Announcements 
Rectory move – Fr. Botta will be moving into a new rectory residence on Saturday and 
Monday (14th and 16th of March). Any help moving boxes and furniture on those days 
would be greatly appreciated. We will be meeting at the rectory on Saturday 14th after the 
morning mass at about 9:30 am. Please contact father if you are able and willing to help.  
 
Catechism Class – The next confirmation class will take place today after the St. 
Edmund’s Mass in the Church Hall. Registration forms will be handed out. 
 
Fr. Botta Away – Fr. Botta will be away from Mar 23rd to March 30th. A FSSP priest from 
Calgary will come and fill in for him on Saturday and Sunday (28th and 29th Mar). Week-
day masses from Mar 24th to 27th will be cancelled. 
 
Mass Calendar and Intentions 
Sunday, Mar. 8th  

2nd Sunday of Lent (I Cl) 
12:30 pm High  Hank Tkachuk † rb P&CQ 

(St. Edmunds) 4:00 pm Low Celebrant’s Intention 
Monday, Mar. 9th     

Feria of Lent (III Cl) 
Comm. St. Frances of Rome 

No Mass 
Tuesday, Mar. 10th  

Feria of Lent (III Cl) 
Comm. Forty Holy Martyrs 

7:30 am     Helena Beatie † (post acceptum) rb B&MK 
Wednesday, Mar. 11th  

Feria of Lent (III Cl) 
7:30 am     Irene Ann Christenson † rb P&CQ 

Thursday, Mar. 12th  
Feria of Lent (III Cl) 
Comm. St. Gregory the Great 

5:30 pm    Mary Collins rb A&JA 
Friday, Mar. 13th  

Feria of Lent (III Cl) 
7:30 am  Fr. Anthony O’Riordan rb IM 

Saturday, Mar. 14th   
Feria of Lent (III Cl) 

8:00 am  Loren Lesteé rb LN 
Sunday, Mar. 15th  

3rd Sunday of Lent (I Cl) 
12:30 pm High Evelina Migaldi rb FM 

(St. Edmund’s) 4:00 pm Low Ken Perrier † rb SP 
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2nd Sunday of Lent 
Mar. 8, 2020 

Fr. Massimo Botta, FSSP 
Rectory phone 587 454-1622 
LatinMassComm.Edm@caedm.ca 
www.vitalgrandinchaplaincy.ca 
 

ARCHDIOCESE OF EDMONTON 
Served by the Priests of the Fraternity of St. Peter (FSSP) 

VITAL GRANDIN CHAPLAINCY 
Edmonton Latin Mass Community   

 

A 13th century altarpiece from Sienna portraying the Transfiguration 
 



 
“Lord, it is good for us to be here.” 

In this day’s gospel we read, that wishing to give his disciples a glimpse of the 
glory of Paradise, in order to animate them to labour for the divine honour, the 
Redeemer was transfigured, and allowed them to behold the splendour of his 
countenance. Ravished with joy and delight, St. Peter exclaimed: “Lord, it is 
good for us to be here.” Lord, let us remain here; let us -.never more depart 
from this place; for, the sight of thy beauty consoles us more than all the 
delights of the earth. Brethren, let us labour during the remainder of our lives to 
gain heaven. Heaven is so great a good, that, to purchase it for us, Jesus Christ 
has sacrificed his life on the cross. Be assured, that the greatest of all the 
torments of the damned in hell, arise from the thought of having lost heaven 
through their own fault. The blessings, the delights, the joys, the sweetness of 
Paradise may be acquired; but they can be described and understood only by 
those blessed souls that enjoy them. But let us, with the aid of the holy 
Scripture, explain the little that can be said of them here below. 
According to the Apostle, no man on this earth, can comprehend the infinite 
blessings which God has prepared for the souls that love him. Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, what things God 
hath prepared for them that love him. (1 Cor. 2:9) In this life we cannot have an 
idea of any other pleasures than those which we enjoy by means of the senses. 
Perhaps we imagine that the beauty of heaven resembles that of a wide extended 
plain covered with the verdure of spring, interspersed with trees in full bloom, 
and abounding in birds fluttering about and singing on every side; or, that it is 
like the beauty of a garden full of fruits and flowers, and surrounded by 
fountains in continual play. “Oh! what a Paradise,” to behold such a plain, or 
such a garden! But, oh! how much greater are the beauties of heaven! Speaking 
of Paradise, St. Bernard says: “O man, if you wish to understand the blessings 
of heaven, know that in that happy country there is nothing which can be 
disagreeable, and everything that you can desire.” Although there are some 
things here below which are agreeable to the senses, how many more are there 
which only torment us? If the light of day is pleasant, the darkness of night is 
disagreeable: if the spring and the autumn are cheering, the cold of winter and 
the heat of summer are painful. In addition, we have to endure the pains of 
sickness, the persecution of men, and the inconveniences of poverty; we must 
submit to interior troubles, to fears, to temptations of the devil, doubts of 
conscience, and to the uncertainty of eternal salvation. 
But, after entering into Paradise, the blest shall have no more sorrows. God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. The Lord shall dry up the tears which 
they have shed in this life. And death shall be no more, nor mourning, nor 
crying, nor sorrow, shall be any more, for the former things are passed away. 
And he that sat on the throne, said: “Behold, I make all things new.” (Apoc. 
21:4-5) In Paradise, death and the fear of death are no more: in that place of 
bliss there are no sorrows, no infirmities, no poverty, no inconveniencies, no 
vicissitudes of day or night, of cold or of heat. In that kingdom there is a 
continual day, always serene, a continual spring, always blooming. In Paradise 
there are no persecutions, no envy; for all love each other with tenderness, and 

 
each rejoices at the happiness of the others, as if it were his own. There is no 
more fear of eternal perdition; for the soul confirmed in grace can neither sin 
nor lose God… 
But the delights of which we have spoken are the least of the blessings of 
Paradise. The glory of heaven consists in seeing and loving God face to face. 
“The whole of which we expect,” says St. Augustine, “is two syllables: Deus.” 
The reward which God promises to us does not consist altogether in the beauty, 
the harmony, and other advantages of the city of Paradise. God himself, whom 
the saints are allowed to behold, is, according to the promises made to 
Abraham, the principal reward of the just in heaven. I am thy reward exceeding 
great. (Gen. 15:1) St. Augustine asserts, that, were God to show his face to the 
damned, “Hell would be instantly changed into a Paradise of delights.” And he 
adds that, were a departed soul allowed the choice of seeing God and suffering 
the pains of hell, or of being freed from these pains and deprived of the sight of 
God, “she would prefer to see God, and to endure these torments.” 
The delights of the soul infinitely surpass all the pleasures of the senses. Even in 
this life divine love infuses such sweetness into the soul when God 
communicates himself to her, that the body is raised from the earth. St. Peter of 
Alcantara once fell into such an ecstasy of love, that, taking hold of a tree, he 
drew it up from the roots, and raised it with him on high. So great is the 
sweetness of divine love, that the holy martyrs, in the midst of their torments, 
felt no pain, but were on the contrary filled with joy. Hence, St. Augustine says 
that, when St. Lawrence was laid on a red-hot gridiron, the fervour of divine 
love made him insensible to the burning heat of the fire. Even on sinners who 
weep for their sins, God bestows consolations which exceed all earthly 
pleasures. Hence St. Bernard says: ”If it be so sweet to weep for thee, what must 
it be to rejoice in thee!” 
How great is the sweetness which a soul experiences, when, in the time of 
prayer, God, by a ray of his own light, shows to her his goodness and his 
mercies towards her, and particularly the love which Jesus Christ has borne to 
her in his passion! She feels her heart melting, and as it were dissolved through 
love. But in this life we do not see God as he really is: we see him as it were in. 
the dark. We see now through a glass in a dark manner, but then face to face. (1 
Cor. 13:12) Here below God is hidden from, our view; we can see him only 
with the eyes of faith: how great shall be our happiness when the veil shall be 
raised, and we shall be permitted to behold God face to face! We shall then see 
his beauty, his greatness, his perfection, his amiableness, and his immense love 
for our souls. 

Sermon for the First Sunday of Lent (Excerpts) 
St. Alphonsus Ligouri (Trans. Very Rev. Nicholas Callan D.D.) 


